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Membership Roll. 



Roll of Ministers. 



ADMITTED. 


ADDRESS, 


1839, S. C. Masters, absent. 


Fay, ( 


1858, G. W. Morris, 


Conley, 


1861, T. J. Blggers, 


Draketown. 


“ J. O. A. Radford, 


Monroe, 


1862, F. H. M. Henderson, 


Stockbridge, 


1868, R. S. McGarity, 


Jefferson, 


1871, J. M. Lankford, a. 


Ivey, 


1872, J. A. McGarity, 


Jersey, 


• “ W’’. J. Causey, a. 


Victory, 


1874, J. M. McCalman, a. 


Abilene, 


1877. E.C. Jordon, 


Hey wood. 


1879, W. B. Costley, 


Stockbridge. 


1883, A. Maulden. 


Waco, 


1881, S.M. Garrett, 


- 



“ T.J. Johnson, 


Atlanta, 




1886, G. W. Edwards, a. 


Starrs ville. 




1889, N. W. Wortham, a. 


High Shoals, 




1890, J. C. Patrick, 


Winder, 


44 


1891, J. McD. Radford, 


Covington, 




“ W. N. Kinsey, a. 


Subligna, 


44 


1892. W. P. Bryant, 


Newnan, 




1895, A. G. Upshur, a. 


Stockbridge, 


44 


1896, N. Trimble, a. 


Mt. Zion, 


44 


1897, 8. J. Robinson, 


Bowdon, 


44 


“ D. H. Mobley, 


Auburn, 


44 


•• A. B, Phillips, Confer- 






ence Evangelist, a. 


Atlanta, 


44 


T.J. Lyle, a. 


Live Oak, Fla 



I.OCAL MINISTERS. 

D. C. Stokes, - - Palmetto, Ga 

A. D. McKIiisey, - - "Babb, “ 



ADORESS. 

A. Taylor, ... Pomona, “ 

W. S. .lohnson, - - “ 

J. 8. Bridges, ... Covington, “ 
Wm. Underwood, - - Ivey, “ 

ROLL OF LAYMEN. 

R. W. Adamson, - - Bowdon Circuit. 

B. F. Morris, - - Cedar Grove Circuit. 

Henry Wallis, . . “ 

W.N. Bearden, - - DeKalb Circuit. 

A.Concle, ... 

Chas. Crawford, - - Atlanta Mission. 

G. B. Brannan, - . Henry Circuit. 

L.C. Hutcherson, - 

J.T. Hight, ... Jackson Circuit. 
J.L. Mobley, ... Jersey Circuit. 
A. F. Pennington, absent, “ “ 

J. W. Beck, - Laurel Branch Circuit. 
T. J. Blggers, absent Tallapoosa Circuit. 
W. A. Acercrombie, a, “ “ 

J.R. Garrett, - - . Waco Circuit. 

E. A. Adcock, absent, - Walton Circuit. 

H. H.Haisten, ... Tallapoosa. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Rev. T. J. Ogburn, H. T. Maddox, D. Ech- 
ols, Thos. Winkles, C. Crawford and Son, T. 
J. Whitehead, J. L. McGarity, E. B. Aycock, 
J. R. Anderson, S. M. Wllkerson, Col. J. J. 
Barge. 

UNORDAINED ELDERS. 

J. R. Anderson, E. B. Aycock, S. M. Wll- 
kerson, T. J. Whitehead, J. B. Earnest, ab- 
sent. 



OFFICERS. 

REV . II. M. HEiVDEIiSON, President. 

R. VV IXF RED ADAMSON, Secretary. 

REV . J. A. Mr(^ ARITY, Conference Steward. 

Standing District Committee. 

I!. S. JMcGarity, F. H. M. (lei.derson, J. (). A. Kadfurcl, II. D. Moore, 
G. H. Rrannan, W. G. McDaniel. 



Faculty of Instruction. 

F. II. >1. Tlenderson, J. McD. Radford, VV". .1. Caiisev. 

Board of Church Extension. 

F. II. M. Henderson, R. S. McGarity, G. VV^. Morris, R. F. Morris J 

A. McGarity. ’ 

Committees. 

Ci-Hdeiitial.-.— A. Maidden, U. S. McGarily, (J. IJ. lirannao. 

. Religious Service— R. S. McGarity, A. Maiilden, I!. F. Morris. 
Ministerial Character— .J. McD. Radford, S. M. Garretl, G. R. Rrannan 

B. F. Morris, A. Concle. ’ 

Noniinations.— .1. A. JIcGarity, .T. O. A. Radford, D. II. Mobley. 

Stationery Committee.— R. F. .Mori is, Henry VValli.s, .1. R. Garrett .1 O 
A. Radford, A. Taylor. ’ 

Roundary.-S.M.Gar.elt,,r.M.D. Radford, G.W. Morris, .1, R Mnl,. 

ley, G. B. Bran nan. 

Orders and Itinerency.—G. VV. Morri.s S. J. Robinson, VV". P Brvarit 
Henry Wallis, B. F. Morri.<. ’ ^ 

Statistics.— J. McD. Radford, S. M. Garrett, G. B. Brannaii, B. F Mor- 
ris. 

Journals.— J. R. Anderson, C. Z. Crawford, D. II. Mobley 

Te.nperance.-H. H. Haisten, .1. T. High., L. C. Hutcherson, A. Concle, 
K. S. McGarity. ’ 

General Interests.— T. J. Ooburn, J. A. McGarit\% VV". B. Costlv VV N 
Bearden, H. H. Haisten. ’ 

Finances.— A. Maulden, J. R. Garrett, S. J. Robinson. 

Publishing Committee.— R. VV. Adamson. 



Proceedings-=«Synoptlcai. 



ORGANIZATION. j 

Thursday Nov. 24, 1898, 10 a. ra. j 

Openinor exercises conducted by 
the president, Hev. G. W. Morris. 
Lesson: Hosea, 14th chapter, fol- 

lowed by prayer. 

PROCEEDINGS. 

On motion, Friday at 11 a. m was 
given to Rev. T. J. Ogburn for pre- 
senting the cause of foreign missions. 

11a. m. — Introductory sermon by 
Rev. J. McD. Radford. 

AFTERNOON. 

1 p. m. — election of officers: Pres. 

Rev. F. H. M. Henderson; Sec., R. 
W. Adamson; steward. Rev. J. A. 
McGarily. 

President submitted report which 
was referred to the several commit- 
tees, upon the interest of which it 
touched. 

Appointment and election of com- 
mittees, [See list.] 

The conference adopted the fol- 
lowing as hours for regular business 
session: 9 to 11a. m. and 1 to 4 p. m. 

Election of faculty of instruction. 
Present incumbents elected. [See 
ist of officers.] 



7 p. m. — Preaching by Rev. T. J.. 
Ogburn. 

SECOND DAY. 

9 a. m. — Conference opened with, 
religious services, conducted by Rev. 
T. J. Riggers. 

Recess for committee work. 

11 a. m. — Cause of Foreign Mis- 
sions, presented by Rev. T. J. Og^ 

burn. Secretary Board of Foreign 
Missions. 

AFTERNOON. 

1 p. m. — Conference called to or- 
der and adjourned immediately for 
committee work. 

6:30 — p. m. Prayer and song ser- 
vice, followed by preaching by Rev. 
A. Taylor. 

8 p. m. Special session. 

The following committees submit- 
ted reports which were adopted:. 
Temperance, General Interests. [See 
reports.] 

On motion, communication from. 
Rev. T. J. Lyle was read and referred 
to stationing committee. 

THIRD DAY. 

9 a. m. — Call to ordfer by presidents. 
Faculty of Instruction submitted! 
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report, which was adopted and re- 
ferred to committee on Orders and 
Itinerancy. 

Recess for committee work. 

11 a. m. — Preaching; by Rev. J. A. 
McGarity. 

AFTERNOON. 

1 p. m. — Reports from the follow- 
ing committees submitted and adopt- 
ed: Ministerial Character, Journals, 

Statistics, Orders, and Itinerancy. 
£See Reports.] 

On motion Secretary was made 
publishing committee and paid ten 
dollars for his work. 

Ordered Publishing Committee to 
incorporate in minutes an article by I 
])r. Lewis, subject, “'rii*^ Reasons for 
Beginning and Continuance of the 
Methodist Protestant Church.” 

7 p. in. — Preaching by Rev. S. M. 
Garrett, followed by memorial ser- 
vices in honor of the late Rev. J. R. 
Tumlin. 

8:30 p. in. Special session. 

The agent of property in Atlanta 
submitted report. Same adopted. 

It was ordered that this annual 
conference petition the board of 
trustees of the property in Atlanta of ] 
the M.P. church, in conjunction with 
Board of Church Extension, Georgia 
district, to effect, at earliest possible 
date a sale of said property, liqui- 
date all just claims, and place the re- 
mainder on deposit in some reliable 
bank in Atlanta to the credit of the 
M. P. church, Georgia district. 

Report of Board of Church Ex- 
tension submitted and adoiited. 



Treasurer’s report. 

It was ordered that $14.81 of 
amount now in ..treasurer’s hands be 
paid him for expenses 

Present incumbents elected Board 
of Church Extension. [See List.] 
The following committees report- 
ed: Finance, Boundaries, Station- 

ing. Reports adopted. TSee Re- 
ports.] 

Next conference convenes at 
Stockbridge,Henrycounty,Ga. Thurs- 
day, Nov. 16, 1899. 10 a. m. 

It was ordered that every pastor 
be required to communicate month- 
ly, concerning his work, through the 
President, to the Methodist Pro- 
testant. 

The following were appointed a 
committee of visitors to Union camp 
meeting: Rev IL S. McGarity, Rev. 
W.B. Costh', Rev. J. O. A. Radfor<L 
Standing District Committee re- 
elected. [Sc>eList.] 

It was ordered that money in the 
hands of Board of Church Extension 
be paid for building purposes when 
called f'tr. 

Resolution of thanks unanimously 
adopted. 

Ordered that a pro rata apportion- 
ment of minutes be sent to each pas- 
tor for the members of his charge. 
Adjourned sine die. 

Rev. F. II. M. Henderson, 

President. 

R- Winfred Adamson, 

Secretary. 



/I 
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RESOLUTIONS. 



THANKS. ] 

Resolved. That the thanks of this Confer- 
ence are due and are hereby tendered to the 
Cedar Grove church and community for 
their marked hospitality extended to this 
body, that this resolution be read by the Se- 
cretary at the eleven oVlwk services on the 
Sabbath and spread upon the minutes. 

J. Mod. Radford, Movant. 



TEMPERANCE. ] 

Whereas, The liquor t rattle in our coun- 
try, and the use of intoxicants as a bever- 
age, form one of the greatest evils with which 
we have to contend. Therefore, be it re- 
solved, That the Methodist Protestant 
church in Georgia fight against its use as 
a beverage, and that our ministers be urged 
to wage an unceasing warfare against the 
sale and use of the same as above prescribed. 
Respectfully submitted. 

. H. H. Haisten, Chairman. 



REPORTS OF COnniTTEES. 



GENER.\D INTERESTS. 

The General Interests of the Methodist Pro- 
testant church, to-wit: Foreign Missions, 

Home Missions and Ministerial Education, 
are all Important agencies, and essential to 
the accomplishment of the work God re- 
quires the church to do. 

Home Missions contemplates and would 
remove the destitution of the gospel privi- 
leges existing in the dark places of our own 
land and would plant the banner of Mutual 
Rights, in sections in which we are now un- 
known. 

Foreign Missions would effuse the light of 
life into the darkness of death now shadow- 
ing the heathen world. 

Ministerial Education would aid w’orthy 
and needy young men in their preparation 
to work anywhere in the broatl world-field. 

As a Conference, we stand pledged and 
morally bound to the support of all those in- 
terests, by giving them our sympathy and 
prayers and material aid. 

Every member of our church stands pledg- 
ed by his church vows, to contribute, ac- 
cording to his ability, to their support. But 
we must acknowledge, with regret, a serious 
failure to keep these pledges and that, 
therefore, all these agencies suffer for vrant 



of funds necessary to carry on their respec- 
tive operations, 

"We regret to note, also, that there exists a 
far too general disposition to Ignore or 
slight these general connectional enterpris- 
es, as if In conflict with those more local and 
limited ; whereas, only by encouraging those 
larger and purer benevolences, shall we ever 
bring about the much needed liberal sup- 
port of local institutions. 

We, also, believe that only under the press- 
ure of such great undertakings, needing and 
inspiring the combined efforts of the entire 
church, can our denomination be welded in- 
to one great connectional organization and 
thus be saved from that constant drift and 
trend towards a selfish and destructive, in- 
dependent, local Congregationalism. 

We, therefore, recommend: 1st. That this. 
Conference direct the several charges to en- 
deavor to raise the assessments put upon 
them by the General Boards and that tho 
committee of Finances make equable ap- 
portionment of the same to the various, 
charges. 

2nd. That we, hereby, renew our pledge to 
sustain these interests and require our pas- 
tors to strive to faithfully solicit contribu- 
tions from their congregation for the same 
and a failure to do so shall be against the 
passage of the pastor’s ofticial character. 

W. B.Costdy, Chairman, 



MINISTERIAL CHARACTER. 

We have examined the ofllcial character 
of the following brethren and recommend 
that the same be passed by this conference. 
(See roll of ministers.) We report further, 
J. F. Thomp.son transferred to the Alabama 
conference, .1. W‘ Phillips gone to the M. E. 
church, south, and J. M. McCalman now un- 
der charges awaiting trial, 

.1. McI). Radford, Chairman. 



JOURNALS. 

We have examined the Journals of the M.. 
P. church, Georgia district, and find that it 
is neatly and correctly kept and reflects, 
great credit on our former Secretary and we> 
find that nothing has been omitted that 
should have been recorded. Neither do we* 
find any unfinished business. 

D. H. Mobdey, Chairman. 



ORDERS AND ITINERANCY. 

We have examined the following named' 
brethren : E. B. Aycock, J. R, Anderson, S.. 
M. Wllkerson and T. J. Whitehead, on Doc- 
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trines and Gifts and recommend them t<j be 
placed under the Stationing Authority and 
to continue the course of study prescribed 
by the Faculty of Instruction. 

G. W. Mokkis, Chairman, 



REPORT OF TREASURER BOARD 
CHURCH EXTENSION, 



Amount on hand from 18J)7, 
F'rom Conference Steward 18J)S, 



$29.81, 

$(K>.2(5. 



Total on hand 

Paid expenses of Agent 

Balance on hand 



$S9.07. 



$24.26. 

,R. S. MoGarity, Treasurer. 



FINANCES, 

We recommend that each pastor in the 
Georgia district, endeavor to collect five 
cents per member for each of the following 
causes to-wit: Home Missions, Foreign 

Missions, Church Extension, Ministerial 
Education, A. Maulden, Chairman. 



i Pleasant Hill. 
Randloph ' Sharon, 

( Trinity. 



To be Supplied. 



{ Rome, 

Bray’s Chapel. 
Montgomery C’l, 
Mountain Springs 



I E C.lor- 
j dan. 



TalIa4>oosa 



( Harmony (irove, 1 « Ar / ^ 

j Mt. Carmel, \ ^ 



Pleasant < trove. 
Rock Springs 



I- Assoc. 

J T .1 Riggers. 



( New Hoj)e, 
Maiideville. 
Waco : Waco, 

] Union. 

1 Tallapoosa. 



p]. B. Aycock. 



To be Supplied . 
Assoc., 

J. A. McGarltv. 



) Mt. Carmel. 

Union Chapel 
New Hope. 

Ross Chapel. 

Tlfton Mission. Tifton. T. .T.Uyle 
Beech Creek church dropped, being ex 
tinct, S.M. Garrett. 

(’h’m Boundaries Com. 



boundarip:s and stationing. 

CIRCUIT. CHURCH. PASTOR. 

Atlanta M’n. Mitchell’s Chapel, Unsupplied 
( Bowdon, 

.Robinson 

Bowdon ^ Smith’s Chapel, > Assoc.. 

, Causey, 



Stationing committee reports further: 

T. J. .Johnson, D. H. Mobley, A. B. Phillips, 
G. W. Edwards, N, W. Wortham. .1. McD, 
Radford. A. (t. Upshur, leftin handsof presi- 
dent, and G. W, Morris located. 

B. P\ Morris, Chairman. 



( Victory. 
Smith’s Chapel, 
Harmony, 
Carrollton, 



j S,I.Rol 
> Assf 
j W..T.' 



Cedar Gr’ve 1 Cedar Grove, } R. S. McGarity. 



Owl Rock, 
r Anvil Block, 



Mt. Carmel, 

I Clifton, 

DeKalb < Constitution, 

Mt. Zion, 
Hopewell. 
Kelley’s Chapel. 

{ Mt. Pleasant. 

} Shiloh, 
i Woodlawn. 

} F'owler’s Chapel, 



W.B.Costley, 

Assocs. 

J-S. C. Masters, « 

■ J. R. Anderson, 



•Gordon 



N. Trimble. 



( Poplar Springs, i P' H M Henderson 
Henry < Pomona, Assoe. 



.Jackson 



LStockbrldge, J 
V Pentecost. 

< Pleasant Hill, 

( Nazareth, 
f Pleasant Grove, 

{ Newton P'actory, 
Alcova, 

Brown’s Chapel, 
Austin’s Chapel. 



A. Taylor. 



J. O. A Radford 



) 



J. C. Patrick. 



I Union Hill, 



T Hiirel Branch ■> Lewiston, U M Lang 

Laurel urancn < Creek. ford. 

(Laurel Branch,] 



Newnan 



Brooks’s Station, 
Mt. Zion, 

Lee’s Chapel, 
(Oak Grove. 



REPORT OF AGENT OF ATI,ANTA PROP- 
ERTY. 

Y"our agent immediately, after being ap- 



S M Wllkerson, 
Assoc., 
W.P. Bryant. 



pointed last session, sought legal advice 
with regard to balance due on proceeds of 
sale of P^irst MetlM)dist Protestant Church 
property in Atlanta, Ga. 

Two ditllculties exist: IMrst, barred by 
statute of limitations; Second, no record of 
amounts received by W. M. Bray, or dates of 
such receipts. Your agent found that the 
city of Atlanta was due W. M. Bray, attor- 
ney, $187 ..K), which said W. M. Bray promised 
to apply to the indebtedness of present 
property of M. P. church, corner Randolph 
and Houston streets, for street improve- 
ments and taxes and costs and Interests 
amounting In all to $217.17. Of this amount 
$93.75 has been paid to Brother Bray. The 
remaining $93.75 is promised to be paid on 
said indebtedness. The mayor understands 
that said amount is to be so settled. If the 
claims against the property are not settled 
by Dec. 5, next, the property will be again 
advertised for sale. 

Y"our agent learns, that recently, a deed 
has been executed by J. J. Barnes and others, 

I conveying the title of the cemetery lot be- 
longing to M. P. church, to L. PL Gwlnn. 
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Your asent has served the following notice 
upon Tj. E. (xwinn, 

F. H. M. Hendersox, Agent. 

Atlanta, Ga., Nov. 23, 181)8. 

Mr. L. f]. Gwinn, 

Atlanta, (ia. 

Dear Sir: — 

Mr. .1. J. Barnes informs me that he, with 
others, has signed a deed to you for the cem- 
tery lot in Oakland cemeterj', formerly l>e- 
longlng to the First methodist Protestant 
Church, now under control of the annual 
conference. This is to notify you that said 
deed is null and void. 

1st, Because Barnes and others ha ve no au- 
thority, as former trustees of church now 
extinct and so dechared hy annual confer- 
ence, to dispose of property belonging to 
said M. P. church in Atlanta, now extinct. 

2nd, To warn you not to dispose of said 
cemetery lot nor in anywise transfer title of 
same to any one. 

3rd. To ask you to surrender said deed to 
assignees to be cancelled and thus save cost 
of legal proceedings. 

F. H. M. Hkxdersox, 
Ch’m. B'rd. Church Extension M. P. 

church. Ga. annual Conference, 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



order ok bvsixkss. 

1 — Call to order. 

2 — Religious exercise. 



By-Laws. 

Georgia District— Synoptical. 

1. No layman shall sit as a mem- 
ber of the annual conference until 
regularly enrolled or until he has 
given satisfactory evidence of his 
election. Where alternates are elect- 
ed, the cerlilicates of the quarterly 
conference shall so express it. 

2. Lay delegates to the annual 

conference shall be elected by the 
constitutional voters in the circuits 
and stations as follows: (a) Pastor 

shall notify churches at tir.-t appoint- 
ment after second quarterly confer- 
ence that at next appointment, the 
election of delegates to annual con- 
ference will take place in each church, 
(b) Pastor and class-leaders shall 
superintend election, but in case of 
absence of one or both, the church 
shall appoint some person or persons 
t«) superintend election, by receiving 



3— Roll call. 

1 — Enrollment of members. 

5 — Election of officers and committees, 
t) — Reports of Committees. 

7 — Intnxluction of memorials, papers, etc. | 

8— Incidental business. 

1» — Adjournment. 

Catechism, 

By Committee Ministerial Character, to 
Ministers. 

1 — When did you arrive on your work? 

2 — When did you leave your work? 

3 — How many appointments have you fail- 
ed to meet during conference year? Why? 

1 — Have you faithfully presented the gen- 
eral interests of the church and lifted the 
collections ordered by the conference? 

0 — Read your report. 

TO DEDEOATES : 

1— Was your pastor faithful? 

2— Was he exemplary? 

3 — Was he useful? 



the tickets of all the voters. Such 
person shall tht n count, seal, and 
transmit a full list of the names of 
voters, and number of votes given to 
each person voted for, by some one 
appointed hy the church, to the next 
quarterly conference. There, re- 
turns shall be opened in conference, 
counted by the Chairman and Secre- 
tary, assisted hy two laymen. The 
person or persons having the highest 
number of votes shall be declared 
duly elected and furnished with cer- 
tificates accordingly. 

In case of a tie, the members of 



quarterly conference shall decide 
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election by majority of votes. 

(c) Eligibility to V(»te for trustees, 
only members twenty-one years of 
age. b'or all other officers, all mem- 
bers. 

To hold office. Trustees, men 
twenty-one yt ars of age, women sole 
femme. 

Delegates to annual conference, 
men twenty-one years of age. 

Class leaders and Church Stewards, 
all members twenty-one years old. 

Sabbath School Superintendents, 
all members sixteen years old. 

(d) Each pastor shall forward cer- 
tificate of election of lay delegates, 
to Secretary of annual conference, 
who 'hall make from same, roll of 
lay members. 

3. The conference shall tiever 
appoint any man to itinerate urdess 
he expresses himself willing to labor 
in that capacit}". 

4. Each pastor shall urge upon all 
members, the necessity of studying 
our discipline and reading the church 
official organs. 

5. No preacher or minister shall 
be elected to elder’s orders, who dis- 
sents from any of the fundamental 
doctrines or ordinances of our church 
as set forth in our articles of religion, 
or who has not strictly complied with 
the discipline. 

G. When practicable, the ordina- 
tion of our ministers shall take place 
on Sabbath, during the session of 
conference. 

7. The second article of the con- 



stitution and the last clause of the 
first section of the detail disciplii e 
shall be understood to apply to seek- 
ers of religion otdy, and each church 
may admit to full membership, per- 
sons applying on their profession of 
faith in Christ, and knowledge of 
their sins forgiven. 

8. The President shall have no 
power, during the recess of confer- 
ence, to appoint any minister or 
preacher to a circuit or station, with- 
out consulting said circuit or station 



or its authorities, 

9. A quorum shall be a majority 
of all votes of all members present. 

10. The Secretary shall furnish to 
each minister in the district the fol- 
lowing blanks, three njonths be- 
fore the assembling of the annual 
conference: On statistics, on finances, 
on official character. 

11. Each minister shall fill above 
blanks and statistics and present the 
same as his re[)ort, to the committee 
on official character. 

Pi. At the assembling of the annual 
conference, the President shall ap- 
point a committee of five, styled the 
committee on the official character, 
to whom shall be submitted that 
part of the pastor's report consisting 
of ii\quiries concerning discharge of 
pastoral duties, and this committee, 
as soon as possible, render its report 
to the conference. 

13. In the case of death of our 
ministers, committee on pulpit ser- 
vices, at succeeding annual confer- 
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ence, sliall appoint an hour during 
that session for memorial services. 

14. It shall be the duty of the 
Board of Stewards, to organise im- 
mediately after elected and organize 
by electing a chairman, Secretary 
and Treasurer. To solicit, receive, 
and expend all funds coming regu- 
larly into their hands and to keep a 
full, complete aiid accurate register 
of all their proceedings, receipts and 
expenditures. 

Publishing Committee’s Report. 

Received from conference Steward $3H,ST) 
Paid Secretary fee $10,00 

Paid for publishing minutes, 

.500 copies $2 i.(H> 

Paid for postage, stationery, 

etc, - - $4.8.5 

$38.85. 



Reasons for Organizing and Per= 
petuating the Methodist 
Protestant Church. 

liY KEV T. H. LEWIS, D. I). 

The Methodist Protestant Church 
•^•tv-bas always been required to give 
a reason for exiting, lailike many 
"denominations it has no specific 
name or doctrine or symbol that ex- 
actly describes it. Presbyterian 
Congregational and Baptist churches 
bear their name and character in 
their foreheads, so to speak. Every 
one knows in a general way what 
they stand for when he learns their 
name. But the Methodist Protestant 
Church seems to the superficial 
observer like all other Methodist 
churclies, and he is apt to think 



there is no good reason for its exis- 
ence. This state of things would 
seem to justify an effort like this, 
which aims to show why the chusch 
began and why it continues. 

But in making this effort one 
meets with peculiar difficulties. It has 
always been an offence to many good 
people that the unity of Methodism 
should have been broken in this 
country at all, and it is not strange, 
perhaps, that the reasons compelling 
those who were responsible for the 
first considerable division should not 
be received with an earnest desire to 
give them full weight. When these 
reasons were first offered it was said, 
“This agitation of the church is di- 
verting attention from spiritual inter- 
ests and ought not to be tolerated.” 
When these reasons are now offered 
it is said, “The past is gone and it 
cannot do good to stir up the strife 
anew; let us leave it alone and live in 
peace.” So that it is not easy to get 
a hearing without incurring the od- 
I ium of contentiousness. 

In addition a large portion of the 
present members of the .Methodist 
Protestant Church have come into 
the church without passing through 
any controversy or much deliberation. 
From family connections and social 
convenience and community reasons 
they are in the church and are con- 
tent. 1 hey have no intention of 
leaving the church, but they have no 
convictions which would make them 

unhappy in another church. Such per- 
sons do not ordinarily receive any 



GEORGIA GOrSFERENGE, M,. P. GHURGH. 



11 



effort like tills with enthusiasm. They if the matter of its protest is dead or 
are anxious not to have anything its time obsolete. The community 
said to wound tlieir neighbors and demands to know why there ever 
friends, and they cannot see why we was and why there continues to be 
■cannot go on in our own way and this paiticular Methodist Church, 
enjoy our own church without mak- The demand is reasonable, and those 
mg comparisons or entering into any who believe in their church are glad 
•controversy with any other church, to meet it. 

And thus it is difficult to get a hear- Now in meeting this demand it is 
ing even from our own people. necessary to tell why we left the 

'riii>» is so important a matter and Methodist Episcopal Church and 
the objection is so plausible, and the why we remain out of it. Any other 
feeling which prompts it is apparent- sort of discussion is avoidance of the 
ly so benevolent and charitable, that point at issue. We may describe 
no attempt of this sort ought to be our system and praise it, but the 
undertaken without first frankly re- question will still be with those who 
cognizing it ami try ing to give a want to know whether all Methodist 
goo I answer to it. systems are not equally good, and so 

If the Methodist Protestant Church much alike that only a microscopic 
had been started as an independent mind could be dissatisfied vidth any 
organization; if it wa'i simply one of one of them. 

the churches asking for the counte- No, we ought to tell the whole 
nance and support of the community^ story and we ought to tell it on all 
it would be most offensive to attempt reasonable occasions. If our fathers 
to exalt Its claims at the expense of had good reaso^ns for leaving the 
other organizations, to cry it up by great Methodist Church, loyally to 
cr3dng any other church down. But them requires that trfose reasons 
none of these conditions apply in the should not be suppressed by those 
: case of the Methodist Protestant who are enjoying the fruits of their 
Church. The Methodist Protestant labors. They have passed beyond the 

Church is not a development; power of explanation and reply.But 

it is a schism. Those who are being dead, they yet appeal to their 

so tender on the question of contro- heirs to protect them from the ac- 

versy ignore or forget the fact that 
the existence of the Methodist Pro- 
testeni Church is itself a perpetual 
controverst*. Not only has it no 
■right to the word “•Protestant” if it is 
not its very mission to protest against 
something, but it has no right to be 



cusation of being whimsical dissen- 
teiits. And if our fathers had not 
good reasons, or (if the conditions 
have so changed that their reasons 
are no longer applicable or cogent, 
then loyalty lo our o.wm conscientious, 
ness and good iaith with the present 
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The purpos** of this paper is to set 
forth the reasons that justify the 



geneiation demand that we disavow j 
their act and cease to maintain a pro- j 
test that no longer finds any thing to 1 
protest against. 

Hut to do neither of these, or 
rather, to try to do both, is incon- 
sistent to I he point of absurdity. To 
persist in a schism and refuse t'» 
give reasons fur the schism is stub- 
borness, and neitltei good will nor 
Christian charily. 

Vet, in saying that ransons should 
be given, it is not meant nor can it be 
fairly inferred tltat “old wounds must 
be opened” or that any bitterness or 
vindictiveness should be displ tyed. 
These things ai’e nut personal at all, 

’ and they can be said with charity 
towards all men and humble fear 
towards (irod. It is not possible for 
all men to be satisfied with the same 
form of organization, and there are 

• maiiy and weighty reasons why its 
millions will continue to love and 
revere and maintain that splendid 
ecclesia>ticism which has done for 
more than a hundred years, and is 
still doing so much for the redemp- 
tion of men and for the glory of 

■ God in the name ot the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. We may all lift 
up holy hands without wrath or 

• doubting and pra}' that God may 
continue to bless and prosper this 

" great church unto the futherance of 
< His wise and gracious purposes, ‘till 
we all come in the unity of faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the meas- 
ures of the stature of the fulness of 
^ Christ.” 



origin and perpetuation of llie Metho- 
dist Protestant Church. dMie paper 
is so contracted in design that it will 
not be possible to do more than 
mention such facts as bear upon the 
subject without attempting to give a 
connected historical sketch. But 
nothing will be mentionerl which is 
not fully established and easily ac- 
cesssible to those who wish to inform 
themselves. The reasons to be of- 
fcre<l grow out of the facts, and 
will be therefore most dwelt upon, 
but it is hoped that readers who are 
not informed may be induced to look 
up the facts themselves, and that 
such as are already members of the 
church may be strengthened by the 
review in their denominational loyal- 
ty. It is undoubtedly true that as the 
Methodist Protestant Ciiurch began 
with men who read and decided for 
themselves, so it will always get its 
strongest supporters from tho.se who 
are most intelligent in its history and 
who do their own thinking. 

Two themes are to be discussed: 
To show the reasons for the origin 
of the church, and to show the rea- 
sons for its perpetuation. 

1. The Methodist Protestant 
Church originated in a discussion 
between prominent members and 
leaders of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church on the question of admitting 
lay members to participation in the 
government of the church. When 
ordered to cease publishing and de- 
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l)ating their opinions the minority ed with hostility to any organization 
refused, and they were in conse- that inclined to absolutism. The 
qnence expelled on the charge of long war, just closing in the triumph- 
‘‘sowing dissension and inveighing ant recognition of independence of 
against the Discipline.” the United States^ had been fought 

In 1784 there were a^>out 20,000 for the principle of representation, 
members of Methodist societies wide- ' and indicated an inflexible resolution 
ly scattered over the colonies. These on the part of the colonists to share 
were w ithout ordained ministers, in every government that concerned 
and they had no organization except them. Why, then, in the midst of 
that of the societies in England, this civil and religious democracy 
When it be came necessary, on ac- was a government attempted that 
count of the breaking up of the es- seems so foreign to the spirit of its 
tablished church in America for these age? 

societies to have reguliar religious The explanation of this anachron- 
ministrations, Mr. Wesley sent Dr. ism is not to be found in the despot- 
Coke to act with Mr. Asbury as ic or ambitious tempers or its found- 
general superinijendent, and to unite ers. It is not necessary to assail 
the societies in America in a church them in order to understand their 
organization. These tw'o, with sixty action. The wdiole truth seems to 
traveling pieachers, met in Baltimore be that they w'cre following the ex- 
in December. 1784, and organized ample of Mr Wesle>'. He was the 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. absolute head and government of 

The church thus organized was the Methodist societies in England, 
peculiar in several respects, but its having only one motto i»f govern- 
inost remaikable feature was that ment. “Keep the rules, not mend 
•no provision was made for any lay them,” and in the United States the 

member of the church to vote as conference took the place of Mr. 

such, and directly upon any. question. Wesley. 

This seems all the more remark- Dissati faction with this arrange- 

able when it is considered that in ment was inevitable, and murmurs 

this respect this organization differed began immediately. It was iimvit- 
from all other religious bodies then able because the whole situation in 
in existence on this continent except thiscountr}' w'as totally different 
the Roman ( -atholic. The Presby- from that of the societies in England, 
terian, the Congregational and the Mr. W esley lived and died a clergy- 
Baptist Churches w’ere all organized man of the church of England. He 
♦on the plan of lay representation, never desired his societies to separ- 
And one w’^ouid think that the very ate from that church, and hence he 
atmosphere would have been char.g- never organized a church govern- 
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ment, because the people were al- 
ready provided with that in the 
church to' which they belonged. 
They met in the societies to sing and 
pray and hear the Gospel and de- 
velop themselves in spirituality, but 
they went to the Church of England 
for the sacraments and all the ec- 
clesiastical functions. Mr. Wesley’s' 
government was the same in princi- 
ple as Loyola had established in his 
Society of Jesus, and as General 
Booth has developed in recent times 
in the Salvation Army, 

But here was something different. 
This was not a society, but a chu»-ch 
— an organization complete in itself. 
If the people received no recognition 
in this organization, they were com- 
pletely shut out of all ecclesiastical 
suffrage. And it was not to be expect- 
ed that t)ie only Protestant Church, 
without a voting membership in the 
world, could be erected in the repub- 
lic of the United States without dis- 
sent. 

Dissent was expressed in both 
Annual and General Conferences. 
But as those most affected had no 
standing in either of these bodies, 
there were only two ways in which 
they could effectively express their 
views; by petition and by the press. In 
order to accomplish the former in an 
orderly manner, and to impress the 
authorities with the significance and 
scope of the dissent, it was proposed 
that those favorable to a change 
should unite in societies for an inter- 
change of views. These societies. 



called Union Societies, but without 
any function whatever except dis- 
cussion, were soon formed in many 
localities. A convention was then 
called of delegates Irom these socie- 
ties for the purpose ot formulating a 
petition to General Conference. This 
went on during the eight years, but 
was energetically resisted by those in 
authority on the ground that it was j 
sowing dissension. I 

Their other recourse was the press. 

The only periodical among Metho- 
dists at this time was the Methodist 
Magazine, and this was closed against 
all discussion of the government of 
the church. The Reformers then 
started a periodical among themselves 
and invited discussion from all who 
were interested in the question, both 
for and against a change. Opposi- ' 
tion to this movemeni was more pro- 
nounced than to the Union Societies, | 
in many local churches judicial pro- 
ceedings were begun against the pub- 
lishers and readers of this periodical, 
on the ground that it was inveigh- 
ing against the Discipline. 

It seems difficult to believe in these 
days, and doubtless we are too far 
removed from the actual conflict, to 
understand properly the intensity of 
the contention on both sides; but it 
appears nothing less than the literal 
fact of the history, taken on its face, 
that able and efficient ministers,pn»m- 
inent and devoted laymen, men 
who lived blameless and pious* 
lives, against whom no charges of 
immoral conduct could be brought. 

O * 
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were excommunicated because they 
subscribed to, or read, or recom- 
mended to their friends a religious 
newspaper. 

We should not do full justice to 
those who were responsible for these 
expulsions if we did not allow that 
their motives were the preservation 
of the peace church and the removal 
of all hindrances to spiritual pros- 
perity. But, on the other hand, 
there are few at present who do not 
feel that this alarm for peace was ex- 
cessive, and that in any case, by such 
proceedings, peace was purchased 
too dearly. 

As for the expelled, nothing re- 
mained but to form another church, 
since they were Methodists, and the 
only Methodist Church in existence 
refused them membersliip exce[>t on 
terms that seeme<^ to them subver- 
sive of Christian liberty. They went 
nut, not knowing whither they went. 
They had no controversy with Meth- 
odism. for its doctrines and spirit 
and experiences were theii’ joy ainl 
their crown. But because they did 
not believe it was necessary for the 
lovely and free spirit of i\lethodism 
to be cast in the mould of absolutism, 
and because they could not consent 
to the suppression of free speech in 
behalf of free suffrage, they sorrow- 
'fully took up the task of organizing 
a church which should hold fast to 
all the distinctive features of Meth- 
odism, and at the same time ally it 
to all the great heritage which Pro- 
testantism had bequeathed to the 
world. 

Surely It is lime these men should 
receive their due meed of admira- 
tion. Their action was not so dra- 
matic as that ever- memorable trans- 
action at Worms almost exactly 
three centuties before; it was not so 
splendid as that imposing procession 



of the foremost men of Scotland at 
Edinburgh just fifteen years later; 

I but in all the essentials of heroism 
it was the equal of either. Neither 
Luther nor Chalmers had any greater 
principle at stake than that which ac- 
tuated the reformers of 1828, the 
consent of the governed to the au- 
thority governing them. 

Suiely our brethren of different 
opinions will not censure us for 
pausing at the end of seventy years 
to render to these men, who gave us 
iheir earthly all, the humble tribute 
of a fair and dispassionate record of 
their reasons and intentions. 

2- The Methodist Protestant 
Church continues, to exist because no 
vital change has yet taken place in 
the government of .the ohurch from 
which it was separateil, and there 
still lies upon it the responsibility of 
maintaining a representative Meth- 
odism, since it is not to be found else- 
where. 

The ta<k of elaborating this theme 
is more delicate and difficult than the 
preceding. Ii brings us down to our 
neighbors and brethren, to whom we 
desire to accord all liberty, and 
against whose beloved church we 
would not utter one word of detrac- 
tion or malicious criticism. 

But it is necessary to compare the 
two forms of government, both for 
reasons already stated and because 
the impression is very general in the 
public mind that tlie difference be- 
tween the two is very slight, and by , 
reason of recent developments has 
been almost obliterated. At the same 
time it must be remembered that this 
paper is not written for Methodist 
Episcopal readers, and the claim is 
cheerfully granted that for them 
many and excellent reasons exist 
why they should maintain and cher- 
ish their own. We use their gov- 
eriimeni, not for detiunciation, but to 
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makegood the truth of our conten- 
tion, which none know better than 
they, that our forms of government 
are not alike, and that nearly all the 
reasons which led to our organiza- 
tion prevail to compel us to main- 
tain and perpetuate it. 

Here, then, are some of our rea- 
sons: 

a. The item of the Discipline un- 
der which the Reformers were tried 
and expelled is still law in the M. 
E. Church. We do not believe any 
man will ever be tried under it again 
for reading religious newspapers or 
for forming so»ueties to discuss im- 
provements in church government; 
and we believe that the editors and 
contributors of their periodicals are 
given to as free discussion as is seen 
anywhere; but, nevertheless, it is a 
fact that the law still stands, and the 
(Teneral Conference has never de- 
clared that discussing the govern- 
ment of the church or publishing or 
reading such discussions does not 
come within the scope of that arti- 
cle as it declared it did in 18*28. 

b. It is still true that there is no 
provision for lay members to vote as 
such, on any question of government 
in the M. E. Church, and the only 
vote extended to them is to recom- 
mend persons for license to exhort or 
to preach. In this case their vote is 
only a nomination. In the M. P. 
Church no question of government 
or of administration can be settled 
except by the vote of lay members 
direct or of those who have been 
elected by them. This is the radical 
difference between two systems. In 
one, all power proceeds from the 
General Conference downwards. In 
the other, all pow^er proceeds from 
the lay members upwards. One is 
determined by official position, the 
other by the ballot. 



c. Lav delegation mav or may not 
mean a representative government. 

In the Methodist Episcopal Church 
it cannot mean this because, although 
the law of the church now providi-s 
that the General C<uiferenee shall 
consist of an equal number of minis- 
ters and laymen, the laymen do not 
represent the laity because they are 
elected by a delegated body, chosen 
by the Quarterly Conferences; and no 
member of any (Quarterly Confer- 
ence is elected by the membership of 
the church. Lay delegation in the 
Methodist Protestant Church is not 
only equal in both General and An- 
nual Conferences, but it procee<ls di- 
rectly from the membership of the 
church. 

d. We want the right to vote upon 
the reception of members. A pri- 
vate member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church can make public ob- 
jection to the reception of a mem- 
ber, which must be sustained by 
charges and trial, but he has no other 
vote. In the Methodist Protestant 
Church each congregation votes up- 
on the recejition of members. 

e. We want the right as members 
of a class to vote upon the selection 
of class-leaders. The Methodist 
Episcopal Church gives to pastors 
the right “to appoint all the leaders; 
to change them when he deems it 
necessary.” 

f. As those who build and pay all 
expenses of the church, we want the 
right to vote upon the selection of 
those who are to hold and manage 
what we provide. In the Methodist 
Episcopal Church “the pastor shall 
have the right to nominate the stew- 
ards, but the C^iiarterlv Conference 
shall confirm or reject such nomina- 
tion.” The same law holds with re- 
gard to trustees. 

g. When our Quarterly (onfer- 
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ences assemble to direct the affairs of 
ihe local church, we want them to be 
composed of men who represent the 
church and have been placed there 
by the church. In the Quarterly 
Conference of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church there is no man present 
elected by the church. In the Meth- 
odist Protestant ChOrch every man 
present, except ministers, has been 
elected by the church. 

h. We want the right as laymen 
to be represented in the Annual Con- 
ference. This body deals with ques- 
tions that concern us far more inti- 
n ately than the deliverances of the 
General Conference. Here all the 
assessments are laid upon the church- 
es; here the boundaries of circuits are 
arranged, and here the ministers are 
assigned to the churches. None of 

o ^ 

these things could be done without 
the co-operation of laymen, and la}'- 
men ought to have a voice in legis- 
lating for them. All lavmen are ex- 
eluded from Annual Conferences of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 
the Methodist Protestant Church as 
many laymen are present as itiner- 
ant ministers and with equal prero- 
gatives. 

i. As ministers we yield the right 
to determine our field of labor, but 
we want the right to appeal to our 
brethren ami peers from an op|)res- 
sive appointment and the right to re- 
tain an appointment until the next 
Annual Conference. In the M. E. 
church the Bishop appoints, and there 
is no appeal from his appointment. 
He can change an appointment dur- 
ing the year or transfer a minister to 
another conference without the min- 
ister’s consent. In the M. P. Church 
the president appoints (in Maryland) 
under authority of the conference, 
and every appointment is subject to 
revision by a committee of appeal. 



No minister can be transferred with- 
out his consent, and no appointment 
can be changed during the year 
without the consent of both minister 
and congregation. 

j. We want the right involved in 
the very idea of representative gov- 
ernment of electing our leaders, of 
changing them when it seems good 
to us and of determining their powers. 
In the M. E. Church the General 
Conference elects the bishops for 
life, and bishops appoint presiding 
elders. Presiding elders and bishops 
appoint pastors, and pastors appoint 
class- leadt-rs and nominate trustees 
and stewards. In the M. P. Church 
every leader is elected by the mem- 
bers for a specified term and his pre- 
rogatives carefully defined. 

k. We want the right of peremp- 
tory challenge when put on trial. 
Only a bishop has this right in the 
M E. Church. Other accused per- 
sons must show cause for challenge. 

It was this Tact, together with the 
power of the pastor to appoint the 
committee of trial and preside, that 
made it easy to expel members on 
the charge herein mentioned. In the 
M. P. Chundi every accused person 
has the right to peremptory chal- 
lenge equal to the number of the 
committee. 

1. In fine, we want the right to 
vote as members of the churcli, and 
not only by virtue of holding some 
official position in the church. This 
sums up in fact the difference be- 
tween our form of ^Methodism and 
the form represented by the Meth- 
odist Episcofial Church. Our mem- 
bers, by virtue of their membership, 
have the right recognized and 
guarded in our organic law to vote 
on all questions affecting thechui ch. 
The members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, by virtue of their 
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membership have no right recog- 
nized in their organic law to vote on 
any question* affecting the church, 
except to recommend persons to the 
quarterly conference for license to 
exhort or to preach. Ours is a repre- 
sentative government because our 
members have the right to vote, and 
not because we have lay delegates in 
all our conferences The go\ern- 
meni of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church cannot be made a represent 
ative government by admitting lay 
delegates into the General Confer- 
ence or into the annual conference, 
but only by admitting members of 
the church to the right to vote. 

' If the President of the United 
Slates (bishop) were elected by Con- 
gress for life, and it the President 
appointed Governors of states (pre- 
siding elders), and if Governors rec- 
ommended to the President the ap- 
pointment of county sheriffs (pas- 
tors), and if the sheriffs appointed 
or n<jtninated the county commis- 
sioners (quarterly conference),and if 
the legislature (annual conference) 
were composed of the sheriffs and 
Governor and elected one- half of 
the members of Congress (General 
Conference). and a convention 
(electoral conference) of delegates 
chosen by the county commissioners 
elected the other half of the mem- 
bers of Congress, we would have a 
civil government exactly like the 
gavernraent of the Methodist Epis- 



copal Church. But no one would 
call this a representative government. 

Such are some id' the reasons com- 
pelling us to go in the way our fath- 
ers trod. To us they are still vital, 
and we could not yield them now af- 
ter the happy experience of their 
beneficent working for seventy years 
until something hetlei' has been 
shown us. So far we have been 
pointing the way. We have been 
showing the W’orid a Methodist Gen- 
eral Conference with an equal num- 
ber of ministers and lay delegates 
for seventy years. We rejoice that 
the M. E. Church is about to enjoy 
the same happy arrangement. We 
are sure they wdll not give it up, and 
\Ve shall be disappointed if they do 
not find it so easy to work so benefi- 
cial to the great interests of the 
church that they will be induced to 
try it in their annual conferences. 
We do not know any reason why 
every church should iiot be in every 
particular a representative church, 
and v/e believe all will finally come 
to that form of government. Mean- 
while we cherish our own as exactly 
suited to our needs and desires; but 
this does not forbid our extending 
to all our brethren, whatever their 
form of government, a salutation of 
respect and love, and an earnest 
prayer that we may all work togeth- 
er in harmony and mutual esteem for 
the salvation of the world. — The 
Methodist Protestant. 
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